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Pastor Alex 

Dear Church Family,  

It’s hard to believe Advent season is here! It’s a good reminder for our church 
that Jesus came into the world to save us from our sins. We remember His first 
coming by lighting the Advent candle each Sunday leading up to Christmas.   

First Advent Candle – Hope  

Second Advent Candle - Peace 

Third Advent Candle - Joy 

Fourth Advent Candle – Love  

I’m also excited to share with you a new sermon series during the Advent season 
entitled “Wait and See.” It seems like throughout history God wants His people to 
“Wait and See” for the goodness that will be revealed. This is what the prophet 
Isaiah meant when he said:  

“For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Is. 9:6, NKJV)  

I’d like to suggest to you to focus your prayers and Scripture reading on the Old 
Testament prophecies and the Gospels that talk about the birth of Christ. These 
are the passages I will be preaching from leading up to Christmas day, which is 
on a Sunday this year (how about that!).   

Nov. 27: Luke 1:1-4  

Dec. 4: Luke 1:5-25 

Dec. 11: Luke 1:26-38 (Church family, I may change this up to go with the      
children’s nativity)   

Dec. 18: Luke 1:39-38 

Dec. 24: Candlelight Service (6:00 pm) 

Dec. 25: Christmas Day!    

You can also join us for our Wednesday Bible studies at 1:00 pm in the          
fellowship hall as we talk about these passages in more detail.  

I can’t wait to celebrate Christmas day with you, my church family.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Alex 

Kathy Schmidt 

The Season of Advent in the Christian Calendar anticipates the “coming of 
Christ “ from 3 different perspectives. The physical nativity in Bethlehem, the 
reception of Christ in the heart of the believer, and the eschatological second 
coming.  

Zech. 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, and having salvation.  

Thou hast set bounds to earth and sea, Yet swaddling bands encircle Thee, 
Thou’rt God, a bed of straw Thou hast; Thou’rt man, yet Art the First and the 
Last. Hallelujah  

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name         
Immanuel. Is. 7:14  

Th’ eternal Father’s only Son For a manger leaves His throne, Disguised in our 
poor flesh and blood Is now the everlasting Good. Hallelujah  

The Advent coming of Christ is more than a thought. It is a Sacrifice, birthed 
in the moment when God said…” I will put enmity between thy seed and her 
seed, it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel. Gen. 3:15  

And when Thou dost come again As a glorious King to reign, I with joy may 
see Thy face, Truly ransomed by Thy grace.  

When we receive His image into our spiritual mirror, He enters with it. Our 
thought is not cut off from His. Our open receiving thought is His door to come 
in. When our thoughts turn to Him, that is opening the door to Him; then He 
comes in, not by our thoughts only, not in our idea only, but He comes Himself 
and of His own will comes in as we could not take Him, but as He can come.  

Advent, His Coming  

Jesus came to me.. He sought me before I sought Him. And as I thought on 
Him, I saw Him. I accepted Him. His coming , His coming to me. In the moment 
I repented, In the moment I received… He received me.  

Advent: His Coming. Spoken in History, Received in the Present and continue 
into the future. He comes as a King! Birth, Death, Resurrection, Eternal Glory. 
His coming back for His people. Hallelujah! 



This is my version of what our church means to me and my family. It start-
ed several years ago with our grandson, Chris. At that time, we had a lot of 
senior folks in our church. I know Chris felt out of place without kids his 
age to hang out with. One day, while driving around the area, Chris     
spotted a group of young people outside Parker Church, and he told his 
mom “They look like they are having fun” and he wanted her to drop him 
off by them. This was divine intervention. It didn't take Chris long to get 
acquainted and quickly jump into different events, offering help. They say 
God works in different ways; this is proof.   

A few years later, here comes a wind called Michael. I think this hurricane 
brought people together again. At about the same time, my wife found out 
she had ovarian cancer. Our congregation stepped up to offer a lot of 
prayers. Yes, prayers do help a lot!  

I kept hearing a country song by Jessie Coulter entitled Storms Never 
Last. This song always makes me think of Parker Church. One of the  
verses reads “you make the sun want to shine”. I feel there is a certain 
someone, with all his great messaging every Sunday, that blesses us all 
and makes us shine brighter.  

 

Bill McNamara 
Pearl Guidas 

I know what keeps me coming back to Parker UMC. Perhaps it's best to tell 
you a story. Years ago when we were sponsoring vacation Bible School, a 
young girl, I guess about 7 or maybe 8 asked me what was behind the door to 
the sanctuary. She said, "Oh, I have never been inside a church."  I took her 
hand and we walked into the sanctuary from the side door. She commented 
"It is so pretty." After hesitating for a moment, she said and "It feels soooooo 
good." I knew she was feeling the presence of the Lord that I always feel 
when I walk into this church. That feeling is compounded for me when we 
share smiles, hugs, and that special feeling of being so solidly in the presence 
of the Lord. We all know the Holy Spirit is always with us but somehow that 
Spirit is ever so strong when we are together as one. Praise the Lord!  

To me Christmas is a special time to celebrate the birth of Jesus, although the 
day we celebrate might not be the exact day, it gives us an opportunity to see 
the joy in the face of children who must be reminded that Christmas is about 
the birth of Jesus not just about all the presents they receive. Jesus loved 
children and no doubt takes pleasure in seeing the smiles on those beautiful 
faces. Moreover, it is an important time for families to be together in love and 
fellowship always remembering "Jesus is the reason for the season." Without 
Him, there would be no Christmas and I emphatically say no joy and no 
meaning to our lives here on earth.  

Wayne Buck 

Words of encouragement for our Church 

I truly believe that Parker GMC is destined for a wonderful new                   
beginning.  Our inspirational pastor is our key to that destiny.  Rick Warren, 
author of The Purpose Driven Life, started his church with much less than 
what   Parker is starting with here at our rebirth, and he built a church of 
20,000 members in Orange County California.  Yes, in California, where 
Christianity and the Church is, if not vilified, certainly ignored.  While I have no 
delusions of building an enormous church in Parker, I believe that Pastor Alex 
will lead our church through a great rebirth and real growth.  We, as the    
congregation, need to get the word out into our community and bring our 
friends and neighbors, and the community in general, into our Church so they 
may also be inspired.   

What Christmas means to me 

Christmas to me is a celebration of life, the life of Jesus Christ, our lives, 
God’s love for us, and all that is good in the world, scarce as the good may 
seem to be these days. 



Amanda Warren 

Advent means to me that we’re being born again as Jesus himself is being 
born and baptized. We get to sing wonderful songs and learn more about 
Jesus, Mary & Joseph. 

Brenda Hocking 

The Hocking family joined Parker while Mike and Joann Roberts were here. 
Our youngest was baptized here. Our daughters were active in the youth 
group. We were part of the first Wednesday night prayer group. Don, Brenda 
and Vonnie became active in the Walk to Emmaus. Don received the call to 
ministry here. We grew in our faith and love serving the Lord. Mike Roberts 
performed our youngest daughter’s wedding. This church gave Don a      
beautiful “Celebration of life” send off.  

The love we have for this church continues to this day. I not only have grown 
in faith, but in love as well. 

When I became a lay leader of an Emmaus walk, I had a scripture that was 
the theme of the walk. While I had a team meeting at our church, a friend told 
me she knew where I got the theme.  I asked how she thought it? She pointed 
to a wooden plaque above the door leading to the old fellowship hall. I hadn’t 
noticed it before. There it was, Joshua 24:15b   “ As for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” The part before that is more important to me because it 
reminds me daily “Choose you this day whom you will serve”. Everyday we 
make a choice who we serve. Are you choosing to serve the world, are you 
choosing Godly thing? The choice is yours.  

My message is brief, but I pray you understand that God has a great love for 
you, and he is wanting you to choose him, not once in a lifetime, not once a 
year, not weekly but DAILY. 

Joshua 20:15 But if serving the Lord seems in undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods of your 
ancestors beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land 
you are living, But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.  

  

Today I will serve the Lord my God. 

Judy Cholewinski 

Tom Sipes 

We have a very motivated church. To me, Christmas is the beginning of 
our salvation. 


